English(I(Honors(
2018119(Summer(Reading(Assignment(
Agoura(High(School(

(
Over%the%summer,%students%must%read%three%novels,%complete%a%written%response%to%Socratic%Seminar%questions,%
annotate%two%supplementary%texts,%and%prepare%for%an%objective%test%on%each%book.%It%is%a%mandatory%requirement%
that%you%read%the%novels%and%articles,%and%you%must%turn%in%the%completed%Socratic%Seminar%responses%and%your%
annotations%on%the%first%day%of%school;%failure(to(complete(the(entire(summer(assignment(will(result(in(the(
student(being(dropped(from(honors(and%being%placed%in%college%preparatory%English%I.%Additionally,%it(is(
recommended(that(students(earn(at(least(a(74%((37/50)(on(each(objective(test.%This%recommendation%
ensures%that%students%completed%the%summer%reading%assignments%and%comprehended%the%material%at%the%
necessary%level%to%succeed%in%this%class.%During%the%first%class%period,%students%will%receive%a%username%and%
password%with%which%they%will%submit%their%typed%Socratic%Seminar%responses%to%TurnItIn.com.%Plagiarism%will%be%
grounds%for%academic%probation%and%a%zero%on%the%assignment,%repercussions%that%may%make%it%impossible%to%
maintain%the%required%grade%to%remain%in%the%course.%
%
Your%Assignment:%
1. Read%three%novels:%Elie%Weisel’s%Night,)Markus%Zusak’s%The)Book)Thief,)and%William%Saroyan’s%The)Human)
Comedy)
2. Read%two%supplementary%texts:%excerpt%from%Witnesses:)Voices)of)the)Holocaust)and%the%article%“Eight%Things%
Holocaust%Survivors%Need%You%to%Know”%
3. Annotate%both%supplementary%tests%(using%attached%guidelines)%
□ Supplementary%texts%must%have%a%minimum%of(10(annotations(each
□ Annotations%must%be%meaningful(and(show(depth(of(thought
4. Respond%to%Socratic%Seminar%Discussion%Questions%(must%be%typed%with%MLA%format%for%the%heading;%
does%not%have%to%be%double%spaced).%Please%number%your%responses%to%match%the%discussion%questions.%
%
The%objective%is%to%engage%students%in%thoughtful%literary%analysis%so%that%upon%returning%to%school,%they%are%able%to%
perform%strongly%in%a%Socratic%Seminar%discussion%and%on%an%inZclass%written%essay%(to%be%assigned%after%writing%
instruction).%
%
If%you%have%further%questions%now%or%over%the%summer,%please%use%the%contact%information%below.%Due%to%the%
substantial%preparatory%work%required%for%this%assignment,%all%inquiries%should%be%sent%before%August%6,%2018.%EZ%
mails%sent%after%this%date%may%not%receive%a%response.%
%

English%I%Honors%Contact:%Miss%Marnie%Davis%%
EZmail:%marniedavis@lvusd.org%

%
%

%

Common(Core(Standards:(
Reading%(Literature%and%Informational%Texts)%
Speaking%and%Listening%
1. Cite%strong%textual%evidence%to%support%analysis%of%text%
1. Initiate%and%participate%effectively%in%a%range%of%
collaborative%discussions,%building%on%others’%ideas%and%
[CC.9Z10.R.L.1]%[CC.9Z10.R.IT.1]%
expressing%their%own%clearly%and%persuasively%[CC.9Z%
2. Analyze%how%characters%develop%over%the%course%of%a%text,%
10.SL.1]%
interact%with%other%characters%and%advance%the%plot%or%
a. Come%to%discussions%prepared,%having%read%and%
develop%the%theme%[CC.9Z10.R.L.3]%
researched%material%under%study;%refer%to%
3. Determine%the%meaning%of%words%and%phrases%as%they%are%
evidence%from%texts%and%other%research%to%
used%in%the%text%[CC.9Z10.R.IT.4]%
stimulate%thoughtful,%wellZreasoned%exchange%of%
4. Analyze%a%particular%perspective%or%cultural%experience%
ideas%[CC.9Z10.SL.1a]%
reflected%in%a%work%[CC.9Z10.R.L.6]%
b. Propel%conversation%by%posing%and%responding%to%
5. Analyze%various%accounts%of%a%subject%told%in%different%
mediums%[CC.9Z10.R.IT.7]%
questions%that%relate%the%current%discussion%to%
6. Determine%an%author’s%point%of%view%and%analyze%how%an%
larger%ideas%[CC.9Z10.SL.1c]%
c. Respond%thoughtfully%to%diverse%perspectives,%
author%uses%rhetoric%to%advance%it%[CC.9Z10.R.IT.6]%
summarize%points%of%agreement%and%
Writing%
disagreement,%and%when%warranted,%justify%their%
1. Write%arguments%to%support%claims,%using%valid%reasoning%and%
own%views%and%make%new%connections%in%light%of%
relevant%evidence%[CC.9Z10.W.1]%
the%evidence%%[CC.9Z10.SL.1d]%
2. Draw%evidence%from%literary%or%informational%texts%to%
2. Integrate%multiple%sources%of%information%presented%in%
support%analysis,%reflection%and%research%[CC.9Z10.W.9]%
diverse%formats%[CC.9Z10.SL.2]%

Annotating(a(Text(

(
What%do%you%think%about%as%you%read?%What%connections%do%you%make?%What%questions%do%you%have,%and%can%you%
find%the%answers%to%these%questions?%

%

Reading%is%one%thing%but%getting%something%of%value%from%what%we%have%read%is%another.%When%we%take%up%a%text,%we%
are%engaging%in%a%conversation%with%the%author,%with%others,%and%with%ourselves.%Interacting%with%the%text%in%a%
meaningful%way%allows%us%to%see%the%value%in%what%we%are%reading%and%helps%us%to%form%new%ideas%about%who%we%are%
and%how%we%fit%into%the%world%in%which%we%live.%

%
The%process%of%annotating%allows%us%to%interact%with%a%text%on%multiple%levels.%To%annotate%is%to%add%notes%to%a%text,%
giving%further%explanation%or%comment.%As%you%annotate,%consider%all%of%the%ways%you%can%connect%with%what%you%
are%reading.%There%are%many%ways%to%annotate%a%text,%as%annotations%are%personal%thoughts,%comments,%questions%
and%connections%that%a%reader%makes.%Like%the%example%below,%annotations(should(be(in(within(the(text,%not%on%a%
separate%sheet%of%paper%or%at%the%end%of%a%text.%

%
Here%are%some%suggestions%for%annotating.%Be%sure%you%employ(a(variety(of%the%following:%
□ Place%a%box%around%unfamiliar%words,%then%define%the%words%in%the%margin%
□ Make%textual%connections:%
o Text%to%Text:%consider%other%texts,%movies,%novels,%articles,%songs,%etc.%
o Text%to%Self:%consider%how%the%text%relates%to%your%own%personal%experiences%
o Text%to%World:%consider%the%world%around%you,%current%or%historical%events%
□ Highlight%key%points%and%address%why%you%marked%this%passage%
□ Draw%a%picture,%when%a%visual%connection%is%appropriate%
□ Paraphrase%or%summarize%particularly%difficult%%passages%
□ Describe%a%new%perspective%you%may%now%have%
□ Research%historical%context,%traditions%or%social%customs%
□ Offer%analysis%or%interpretation%of%what%is%happening%
□ Point%out%literary%techniques%used%and%the%impact%they%have;%look%for%rhetoric%
□ Example%of%an%annotated%article:%

MLA(Format:(How(To(

(
All%typed%assignments%must%have%the%correct%heading%on%the%first%page%and%subsequent%pages%to%receive%full%credit.%
The%appropriate%heading%is%shown%below.%

%
Your%heading%(on%the%left)%only%appears%on%page%1%and%should%include:%
1. Your%first%and%last%name%
2. Your%teacher’s%name%
3. The%course%and%period%
4. The%date%(use%international%date%format)%

%
Your%header%(on%the%right)%appears%on%every%page%and%should%include:%
1. Your%last%name%
2. Page%number%

%

%

The%following%procedures%are%always%in%effect:%
• Margins:%One%inch%on%all%sides%
• Header:%½%inch%
• Font:%12%point%Times%New%Roman%
• Spacing:%Double%Spaced%
Example
%

%

%

%

%
%

%

Socratic(Seminar(Questions(
Night),%The)Book)Thief,)and)The)Human)Comedy)

)
Directions:%After%completing%the%summer%reading,%respond%to%the%following%questions.%Be%sure%your%answers%are%
thorough,%thoughtful%and%have%textual%evidence%to%support%your%opinions,%when%appropriate.%Responses(should(
be(between(4110(sentences;(these(should(not(be(full(essay(responses.%Please%type%your%responses%using%MLA%
format%for%the%heading%and%title;%actual%responses%may%be%singleZspaced.%Be%prepared%to%discuss%the%readings%and%
your%responses%at%the%start%of%the%fall%semester.%Use%your%own%thinking.%I%don’t%care%what%websites%think;%I%care%
about%what%you%think.%We%will%check%this%for%plagiarism%in%the%fall.%%

%
1) Each%book%can%be%considered%a%bildungsroman,%or%a%book%with%“coming%of%age”%subject%matter.%How%do%Elie,%
Liesel,%and%Homer%change?%

%
2) Compare%and%contrast%how%courage%is%portrayed%in%all%5%texts.%

%
3) Discuss%the%role%of%food%in%the%three%books.%How%does%the%presence%or%absence%of%it%affect%the%
characters/people?%What%does%food%represent?%
%
4) Is%there%a%different%attitude%toward%children%in%the%books%versus%the%children%of%today?%Discuss%the%role%
that%youth%plays%in%each.%
%
5) Examine%the%role%of%music%in%the%books.%What%does%music%represent?%

%
6) All%three%books%at%some%point%deal%with%stealing%and%theft.%Does%it%seem%more%acceptable%to%you%in%one%of%
the%novels?%Which%one%and%why?%

%
7) Each%book%demonstrates%a%different%perspective%of%the%war.%Likewise,%the%supplementary%texts%examine%the%
psychological%impact%felt.%Great%loss%and%suffering%happens.%Who%is%the%enemy?%Whose%responsibility%is%it%to%
ensure%the%humane%treatment%of%individuals?%

%
8) Discuss%the%narrative%point%of%view%in%each%book.%How%does%the%point%of%view%affect%the%mood?%Which%did%
you%prefer?%Why?%
%
9)

%

Despite%extreme%loss,%do%the%books%end%with%any%sense%of%hope?%Discuss%the%authors’%choices.%

10) There%is%a%focus%of%family)in%the%three%books.%What%characteristics%are%common%to%all%the%families?%In%
looking%at%the%stories%and%memoir,%is%family%limited%to%just%blood%relatives?%If%not,%what%makes%someone%
family?%

%
11) Two%books%show%explicit%war%scenes%while%one%only%shows%soldiers%on%a%train.%What%effect%does%each%choice%
have%on%the%reader?%Why%do%you%think%the%authors%made%their%respective%choices?%

%
12) List%at%least%two%questions%that%you%would%like%to%present.%These%can%be%clarifying%questions%that%you%
need%help%understanding,%or%discussion%questions%that%prompt%deeper%conversations.%

%
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Eight Things Holocaust Survivors Need You to Know
By: Debbie Callahan
Published: December 6th, 2013
Latest update: December 5th, 2013

Dying at an alarmingly fast rate (nearly one
per hour in Israel), Holocaust survivors,
some of the last first-hand witnesses to the
atrocities committed during World War II,
will soon become just another memory, and
their words left to just mere paragraphs in
text books. So many have been unable to
share their traumatic stories, but for those
who have, their reason for doing so is clear.
They speak for those who died and can no
longer speak for themselves, and they share
some powerful messages. Among them are
the following:
1. The Holocaust really did happen.
With the passage of time, fewer and fewer
people are left to testify about life and death in the camps at the hands of the Nazis. Therefore, the more
removed people become from this time in our history, the more unbelievable the event of the Holocaust
becomes. Who in this generation could imagine such events ever being allowed to transpire? Surely, according to
our younger population, someone could have and would have stopped such madness. To make matters worse,
Holocaust deniers insist and work to prove that these crimes were never committed. Even American chief
prosecutor Robert Jackson, during the Nuremburg Trials, worried that "unless record was made ... future
generations would not believe how horrible the truth was." Little distresses Holocaust survivors more than
hearing these people negate every atrocity that they lived through, while watching their loves ones and friends
die at the hands of the Nazis. Although those involved tried to hide their crimes, Germans kept meticulous
records. Some survivors have even received copies of their records from Germany in recent years. For example,
there are records of Dachau inmates available online. Stripped of family, friends, education, and freedom,
Holocaust survivors need you to know that this did, in fact, happen, and never forget that it did.
2. The number of victims is not exaggerated, and if anything is understated.
Another theory out there is that Holocaust survivors exaggerate the events of the Holocaust to play the role of
martyr and use it to advance the interest of the Jewish people and the state of Israel. This trend, somewhat
newer than denial, is known as distortion. Believers of this distortion theory insist any of the deaths were as a
result of Nazi policy, but of only starvation and disease. They do not believe that gas chambers existed anywhere.
Those who do admit to chambers of any sort, state that they were only used for disinfecting purposes to fight off
the disease carrying lice. Yet, testimony of Rudolf Hoess, once commandant of Auschwitz Concentration Camp 2,
claims otherwise. He clearly admits that gas chambers were indeed used for killing there. Holocaust survivors
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need you to look at and listen to the evidence for yourself. Research the Nuremburg Trials and go to the website
for The United States Memorial Holocaust Museum, among other places, where access to such records is readily
available. They want to make sure that you are not easily swayed by Deniers, Distortion theorists, or "Holocaust
Revisionists." Just look at and listen to the facts.
3. One of the greatest crimes of the Holocaust was that of indifference
To witness any injustice and do nothing about it is tragic. Unfortunately, this happened far too often during the
time of the Holocaust. From individuals to the leadership of many countries, inaction aided Hitler in his quest for
domination. This is a lesson that needs to be heeded today. When people stand by and accept the injustices that
they see, it is as if they are saying that they accept what the perpetrator is doing, as if they accept it. It was true in
Hitler's time and true today. For example, in the case of school bullies, if students watch bullying in action and
say nothing, it continues, and the bully has what seems like an accepting audience. If those witnesses just said
something like, "That's not cool," and walked away, even if it is a friend, the audience is removed, and things
could change. Granted, Hitler was not an easy man to stop, but certainly more lives could have been protected
and saved had differences been tolerated, anti-Semitic attitudes changed, and immigration quotas been lifted to
show that his methods were not approved of nor accepted.
4. No one should be judged for being different (whether it is race, religion, color, or anything else.)
Most survivors who share their stories intertwine a common theme within their personal testimonies. They tell
their audiences about the dangers of judging others, and plead for an end to discrimination, prejudice, or hatred
based on race, religion, color, or any other difference. They understand better than almost any other group of
people alive today where these attitudes can lead when left unchecked. Unfortunately, the Holocaust did not put
an end to these behaviors, and the battles against them must still be fought today to prevent further atrocities.
Survivors need people to understand that if they can change these attitudes, lives will be saved.
5. Anti-Semitism still exists.
For every Holocaust survivor who tirelessly travels to speak to audiences of tens-to hundreds, there are people
who show up and protest what they do. Harassing these often eighty to ninety year-old elderly educators, they
criticize and demean the survivors, downplaying their experiences and tragic losses. They are frightened to go to
speaking engagements at times, because of some of the hatred that they must confront. They must endure pain
all over again as insults are hurled at them and they are accused of making up the very tragedies that they must
live with every day. Imagine knowing your parents, seven year-old brother, and nine year-old sister were taken
away and gassed in Treblinka, only to have people accuse you of making that up and criticizing you simply
because of your religion or other differences. Witnesses need you to know that they still have to fight these
battles, and they want you to help educate others of the dangers of these attitudes.
6. Never take your education for granted.
Those young Holocaust victims who were fortunate enough to survive often lost their chance of getting an
education. Long before many of them were taken or.forced into hiding, they were stripped of the privilege of
attending school. As just one example, one survivor was no longer allowed to go to school shortly after the
German occupation of her village. At that time she was twelve years old. When she was fifteen, she was taken to a
labor camp. Following three and a half years in labor and concentration camps and a death march, she was
liberated in 1945. From there, since she had no home to return to and her parents had been killed by the Nazis,
she had to spend another four years in a displaced persons' (DP) camp in Germany. She feels that with so many
years of her life taken, she lost her chance at an education, and there is a tone of bitterness in her voice when she
discusses it. She gets quite frustrated at those who throw away their chance at an education or those who do not
take it seriously and waste time in school instead of learning. The message of many in her situation is, please
don't take your educational opportunities for granted.
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7. Not all Germans were bad

Regardless of the horrific stories told by survivors, most will tell you that not all Germans were bad, not even all
Nazis. Some survivors attribute their existence today to one or more of them who helped them by providing food,
advice, or protection. They not only acknowledge this publicly, but their heartfelt gratitude is evident as they
speak. Even in the face of anti-Semitic actions of some, they have not forgotten those who once could have been,
but instead, took great risks to do the right thing.
8. Research before casting a vote
Although Hitler became more radical with time, and the Nazi's policies intensified to align with their need and
purpose, the attitudes and intentions were never secret. In Hitler's book, Mein Kampf, he made the plan to rid
Germany of Jews was clear. The methods may have changed over time, but the goal was there all along. Had
more people read his book, written while he was in jail for a failed coup of the government, perhaps fewer would
have supported him. This is another lesson for today's world. Do not without researching a candidate's policies
for yourself. Anyone candidate can be a charming orator. Don't buy into the propaganda and advertisement.
Research the issues, former votes when relevant, and political stance for yourself.
Any chance to listen to a Holocaust survivor speak should be treated like a treasured gift. After hearing one, you
should feel a responsibility to pass on their lessons to future generations. It is really all they ask of you. Don't let
their stories die. Do not let the truths of the Holocaust become watered down with the passing of time. These
amazing people survived despite incredible odds and lived for an important purpose to bear witness to the
atrocities that can come from hatred, intolerance, and indifference. Elie Wiesel, famous survivor, writer, and
peace maker, once said, "When you listen to a witness, you become a witness." Become that witness and educate
the next generation to preserve history and prevent its reoccurrence.
Listening to and watching a Holocaust survivor share his or her story can be life-changing. They spend their lives
reliving the same nightmares to educate future generations. They ask only that you continue that mission when
they no longer can.

About the Author: Debbie Callahan is an eighth grade English teacher and college adjunct
instructor of Writing. She holds a Bachelor's Degree in English Language/Literature, a Master's
Degree in Education, and is in A.8.D. status for a Doctorate in Teacher Leadership. Recently,
she has returned to her true passion of freelance writing and editing, while writing two books of
her own on education reform and a memoir of a Holocaust survivor.
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Witnesses corifi:rm that "liberation" brought new problems. In tzine, they
reclaimed a place in the world; but the ordeal they had endured peroades
their memories and drearrLS:_ Often, as they built new l£ves andfamili£s, their
experiences affected relationships with their children. Each family found its
own way of coping. Just as no simpk formula can determine how traumatized a particular witness has been by his or her experience, no simpk
blueprint exists for judging the impact of parents' Holocaust experiences on·
future generation_s.
As u.ntnesses' private lives blend the joys of expectation with the pains of
memory, so their perspectives on public qffairs combine the hope for a better
future with a sober, wary view of human limitations.
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-
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WITNESS

I believe the story really cannot be told. If you take ten people, listen to the story, and ask them to tell the story back, you will get
ten different stories. Why? Because-I am not so strong in the language to explain it, but even the one what is strong in the language, he knows the expression, has the talent and evetything--he
still cannot tell the whole story. It is just impossible. Only the one
· that lived it through knows really what happened. Because the
feelings what are involved with this story, they're not the same.
Feelings, you can bring to a certain degree, tell what it is-but yqu
really cannot, I. annot tell what I felt when-when I found the
clothes of my brother, for example.
Now, if you ask what! was thinking of, I wasn't thinking at all.
I was horrified. Things like that, you know, I can tell the story,
and it sounds well I know the· story-but it is more than the ·other
story. It is more some feelings what you cannot bring out. I see
the picture in. front of me. You have to imagine something; the
one what listens has to imagine something. So it has a different
picture for me than for the one what he imagines it. I hear telling
back a story, it doesn't sound at all the same what I was telling.

Oh God, when I came over to the Unitecl States I remember seeing--we arrived at night and I saw all those flash[5s], you know
those lights and I says, "What's this? What's going on over here?"
So the other says to me, "You dummy! Those are automobiles!"
"That many automobiles? Every second an automobile? It's too
.many! How is it possible?" Well, then in the day we started to see
them.·I saw th re were a lot of automobiles going by there, which
was great. So then we were processed and as we got off the boat
they assigned ine at a.hotel. And I stayed in a·hotel in New York.
Then I went out for a walk. I don't remember the name of the
street or anything. I looked in th windows and I see those big
220
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hams, beef-it must have been. a butcher shop:._and bread, and
all kinds of stuff. Oh my God! So much food! After !looked in
that window, I started to proceed a little farther down the street
and I saw a tall policeman coming in front of me. immediately
went into my pocket and I was ready to take out my idtntification
card to show him that. "Look! I'm here legitimately!" Coming
over here, it was a daze.
Coming in from hell, and all of a sudden you're in paradise.'
That's the only way I can put the two things together: ·

In July of 1945, my relatives in Brooklyn, who were listening assid-

'

22I

u usly to the radio, heard my name called out.'They immediately got
in touch with the Red Cross, but it was still too chaotic fo,r them to
do anything about it. I was finally sent to Sweden, where
I was for .three years. I was given over to a doctor in Sweden who
immediately decided to fatten me up, because at the age of ele*n
I weighed as much as a three-year-old child and had a big pot
belly. I slowly recovered from the experience·. My sister was with_

Renee H., age fourteen in
Bro_oklyn, 948, where she
lived with relatives. "I was
.. determined to tell everybody
about my experiences••••
They couldn't bear to listen

to it. ..• "

I

I

WITNESS

me. She had curiously surviv d the exp rience without illness, having turned into a very quiet, silent child and whose sense of the
world was totally cut off. My sister came to New York with me.
Coming to the United States was a great shock. I happened to
come in August of 194-8.. It ·was the hottest day. I had ..come from
· Sweden. I walked out of the plane·and remember turning around
· nd- saying, "I'm going back." Because not only was it very, very
hot in the airport, but at the airport greeting this plane, which had
taken me twenty-four hours, I was suddenly faced by a whole
panoply of black faces. Nobody in Sweden had told me that there '
were Negrqes in the United States. I knew that they were in
·Africa.But to suddenly come to New York and see all these black
faces I was sure I had come into the wrong country. I was supposed to come to the United States. Here was this hot place with
all the black people. I thought I was somewhere in Africa. It was
my having in some way sensed that life is playing_tricks.on me all
the time, that I wasn't going to the places where I thought I was
going to. And then at the ramp were my relatives, waiting for
me-none of whom I knew. I had never met theiu. They had all
left long before I was born. They were yelling. and screaming,
"Reneei Renee! Renee!" So I knew that I was where l was suppo ed to be. But what was strange was having to get adjusted not
only 12 a totally different milieu but to relatives I had absolutely
no inlding of.
·

It was a very strange thing because not only did I come to the
United States, which was visually,. humanly, culturally so different
fro anything I had e;perienced-[but also] the plentifulness that
. I saw! I remember going through the streets of Brooklyn and seeing the veget:;i.ble stands, the food stands! I couldn't believe that
fter the·war, after having come to Sweden where, obvioi:isly,
there was no war but there still were -shortages, there were still
things on rationing-to come to the United States, w_here everything just was hanging out on the streets! All the food, everything,
the. ice creams, the things that-seemed like such a strange con-
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trast to·what I knew. And then 'to come through an area :of New
York which w s totally black, here you saw very few white_ peo-. ple,
and then coming into Broo!<lyn, which was Hasidic. It was_ ••·
Williamsburg, where all the religious Jews were, And I suddynly
realized that this was a very, very strang world.

:·";:;: ii k tiiiJJi, iiii:·:;;', .,.,.,., '

My sister married one ofthejewish soldiers from the brigad and
went to Israel. And my mother remarried an old friend from ' ·Kovno. He had lost his wife and daught r. He as a boyhood
fri nd of my father. He knew us well from before, and the three of
us came to this country. Family to me has a tremendous meaning.
When I came to Chicago .and I met my 'mother's family, t was
quite large. She had: four brothers and two sisters. Some came to
this country before. she was even born. I wanted to have that family, but the feeling was not reciprocal. "S.o what?" "I'm your,
·
cousin!" "So·what?"

Arnold C., United States Air
force, 'Oklahoma, 1960. The first
)'merican he saw at liberation
from Gunskirchen concentration
camp was a lieutenant. At the
time he felt, "One day if I can
wear that uniform and also be an
officer-Well, J made it."
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WITNESS

Vve adjusted well in this country. It's a great place. My biggest
achievement-was being an officer in the United States Air Force. I
remember when I aw the fo:st American. He ·was a lieutenant
from Washington, D.C. He wanted to adopt me. And at that time
I felt, on day if I can wear that urriform and also be an officer-Well I made it.

a

a

We c e tothe United States. We :i.rrived in June. It was the
twenty-seventh, I recall, and on June the twenty-ninth group of
children were going to a camp and my uncle said, "We're going.
to send you to camp." [Laughs] We s d, "Nothing doing!" "No,
this is a good camp!" ''.Nothing doing! Nothing doing!" We
wouldn't go.
One of the things I remember as a child coming out, I felt J
had to tell the world what was happening. That was the highest
priority. So I remember· the first few months in the yeshiva, I ,
would speak freely. I would tell the kids everything. I would tell my
rabbi what happened and so on. Then one day we went out on
recess and one of the kids got a hold of me. We were all in a circle

'

and he said, "Why don't you tell one of your Y 1l't stories?" And
from that day on-this was 1946, 1947-1 did not say a word, I
would say,..till about five, seven years ago. The_ hurt was almost as
much as being hurt by the Poles and the Germans because the
realization, "My G d! My own, they don't believe me."

: tiJ ,

I do remember the first years that I had a feeling that nobody
really wants to iiow. Nobody has time to sit down and nobody
cares. That, too, maybe now, maybe a sense of gtult on the part of
those who were miles away and did nothing about it. So.why talk
about it? Kind of deny it. It didn't happen.
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IT STARTED, WITII DREAMS: A_FTERo/(ATH

Now the·thing that I find, of course, which tbuches me most about
. the experiences-the sh_aring it with my family. When I came to
the United States, I was determined to tell everybody about 111y
experiences. I was shameless,· telling everybody in my family. Ai1d
I'm afraid that th y were not-being very religious people, they' felt
I
,·
.
that I had to move my own experience into·the general ·experience
of the Jewish people. And I found that it was a way in which they
were telling me they couldn't bear to listen to it. It was very ·har.d
for them to listen to it The one thing which I·disco ered-that I
ended up by being very protective of my fanrily. And I would s,ay,
"They can't st nd it? I won't tell them." And I would search for
other people to tell it to. But, there were no other people.

I couldn't help but open up [to a business associate]. And when
was said. a d done, [he said], "I used to read about that. Isn't that
. interesting." It ·was a superficial interest. This hurts so much in;ide·
. me at I can't allow it to be a passing interest. So·I don't talk.
I've tried in these last few years. People don't give a damn. And ;r
tell you, maybe I call understand it. Because when things are happening in the world, I don't take-I don't feel their pain.

Martin S., portrait as a 13-yearold. "One of .the thingsJ remember as a child coming out, I felt I
had .to tell the world what was
happening. Tliat was the highest
priority."
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