Upcoming Events
Fall Association of GATE Parents Meeting and Parent
Education Night
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, September 26 — AE Wright
Drama Room The meeting is one of only two meetings this school
year and will include a participatory education session conducted by
GATE department co-chair, Mrs. Rinaldi, on the Leadership
Compass. Parents will get to complete one of the exercises our
GATE 6th graders do at the beginning of the school year to help
understand our own communication style and how to better work with
others.

GATE Social at The Stadium, Westlake Village
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, October 4 — The Stadium, 31293 Via
Colinas in Westlake Village. This is a great night of fun for all AEW
GATE students in grades 6-8. The cost is $30 per child for two hours.
Activities at The Stadium include laser tag, archery tag, video games,
dodgeball and more. Please sign up by Friday, September 27 to
secure your child's spot. AEW students are welcome to invite fellow
AEW students not in GATE to sign up as well. This is a drop-off
event. Please make sure students eat dinner beforehand.
Parent social: Parents and/or siblings who would like to socialize
while students are enjoying The Stadium can meet up at nearby
Barone's Pizza (30990 Russel Ranch Road).
Sign up for The Stadium event here

Classroom News - ELA and Social Studies
Mrs. Rinaldi — In 6th grade ELA/SS, we are learning about all the GATE tools we will use
this year. We have learned about the Leadership Compass, Bloom's Taxonomy, TLAD
(Think Like a Disciplinarian), Growth Mindset, Multiple Intelligences (including the current
research), Universal Concept of CHANGE, Icons of Depth and Complexity, and various notetaking styles. In Social Studies, we are learning about different kinds of maps and their
features. We will be thinking like cartographers and starting a geography project that
incorporates the students' interests, learning styles and map skills. We wrote a piece
on grit and perseverance after hearing about Angela Duckworth's research and the
book Grit. This first writing piece will give me data to learn the strengths and needs of the
6th grade writers, so I can plan future writing lessons. We are also reading Counting by
7s together and making note of our universal concept of CHANGE. We are off to a great
start, and I am enjoying getting to know the sparkling personalities in room S-7.
6th grade will have Walk Through the Ancient World Tuesday, November 5.

Mrs. Paik — The 7th graders started the year with students getting reacquainted with one
another remembering the common ground we share. The students created "Deep and
Complex Autobiographies" using the depth and complexity prompts, thought about
personalities and what it means to be categorized in such a way, and considered areas for
growth this year. We have a few new students joining us this year and each of them is a
wonderful addition to our creative, energetic cohort.
Currently, we're working on the same things on which Ms. Tepper's class is working on (see
below). We are talking about first Americans, considering our own families' stories of coming
to America, thinking about different kinds of phrases and clauses, trying to figure out what
we think of Charles, and seeing how our action plan for growth can potentially make a
meaningful difference in our lives.

Mrs. Tepper — The 7th and 8th graders are off to a promising start as we get to know
each other, discuss our communication styles, and have some fun! Week 1 we practiced
communicating non-verbally and discussed how this form of communication manifests itself
in group work. Students learned some valuable lessons that should apply throughout the
semester. In language arts, we reviewed and practiced appropriated email etiquette, watched
our first of many "Ted Talk Tuesday" videos, read about the science behind selfies, and
wrote very brief personal memoirs (6 words only!) Currently, students are writing an
informational research paper in which they read/analyze an article, interview an adult,
experiment with various improvement strategies, and hopefully learn how to conquer a
personal challenge. We are discussing how point-of-view affects plot as we read an
entertaining Shirley Jackson story as well as reviewing clauses and phrases. In Social
Studies, our focus is on the First Americans; students are researching, writing, and creating
digital slides collaboratively about various Native Americans who occupied America before
the colonists arrived. We've already accomplished so much, and the year has just begun!

GATE Science Update
Mrs. Herrera — In science, the 6th grade GATE students spent the first week getting to
know one another by creating a classroom banner. Each scholar shared an "All About Me"
pennant which focused on making connections using the depth and complexity icons. The
following week, we spent time as a class getting familiar with the new Acer computers, set
up our Google Classroom accounts and practiced using MLA format. We weren't quite ready
to let go of summer, so the students wrote about their favorite summer memory and
conducted some research to discover how their experience related to science. Together, we
learned the science behind roller coasters, how the arch of Cabo was formed, the driving
force behind waves and much more! Last week the students started to "Think Like A
Scientist" while designing paper helicopters to test how shortening the rotor length will affect
the drop time. The focus of this first lab was to practice writing a hypothesis using an if/then
statement, collect quantitative data, identify trends, conclude and share results, which
ultimately led to further questions to investigate. Watch the students' helicopters drop!

Mrs. Jenner and Mrs. Servin-West — 7/8 grade students have been learning how to think
like a scientist these first few weeks of school. Students practiced lab techniques and
measurement skills during our rainbow and measurement labs. Students also learned about
the importance of asking questions and designing experiments to test hypotheses. Students
have designed and are currently conducting experiments to learn something new about

Bubble Gum. They will be sharing their findings with their peers next week!

GATE parent education opportunities
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted Los Angeles Mini Conference 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Saturday, October 5, Oak Park High School, Oak Park Learn more here.
Orange County Council for the Gifted 45th Annual Conference About Gifted Children
8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, November 16, Cal State Fullerton Learn more here.
58th Annual California Association for the Gifted Conference February 21-23, 2020,
Palm Springs Convention Center, Palm Springs Learn more here.

Parent Resources: on the Association of GATE Parents website is a page devoted to
parent resources. Here, you will find a host of suggested resources for parents suggested by
our amazing teachers. You'll also be able to look at previous parent education talks we've
hosted and check out some local and national community resources for gifted learners. The
AGP will work to update this section throughout the year. Please feel free to send us
additional resources you have found beneficial, so we can share those as well.
Parent Resources

Stay Connected!

Visit the Gate Parents Website
Contact us any time at agpaew@gmail.com
Follow GATE on Twitter @GATEatAEW



